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f In mld-March, 1965, Rafael Garc1a Bongo, a noted
Cuban lawyer whose brother occupled the prestlglous p051tlon

of Mlnlster of Sports in. Cuba, contacted CIAlStatlon personnel

in to ‘inform the agency that "he was 1n contact with

a group of mllltary offlcers who were plannlng to klll Castro"
(1967 I G "Report, p. ). It qulckly became clear to CIA
_employees that Bongo S reference ‘wasto Cublla and - the group
of ml;ltary men. who. were all;edww1thqh1m 1n;attempt1ng to A
depose Castro. Although thev1967?and~l§77’51 G. . Reports are
_Jsrlent as to their attitude: toward Bongo's anormatlon, 1t
must be assumed that they:. did not: respond gfflrmatlvely since
the AMLASH operatlon was in progress at: thé time - and Artime
was in the process of dellverlng arms- caches to Cubela's people
wrthln Cuba. |
Interestingly; Bongo identified hiﬁself to Agency per-

sonnel as a lawyer for the Capri Hotel an% Casino ianavana
who had been jailed in July.1975 for a period of 75 days,
aTlegedly as a reprisal for representing§Santo Trafficante.
§Bongo s utilization of the short prlson term to establish
his "bona fldes"'is questlonable as Trafflcante was in jall
during August 1959. TFor the Cuban government to wait for 3

3

years to exact retribution for that representation makes no

sense. Possibly, Bongo was involved infapproaching;the Castro

.




. toxu reopen the Caprl ca51no @L

government in 1962 on: Trafflcante s behalf r permis51on

T

o

Bongo ss»trip: to<Madr1d apparently 1nvolved

for he ‘was” arrested for- counterfeltlng

some‘s1nlster lmpllcatl%?s

[ real! purpose lnrcontactlnq ,Was tO'aCt‘an,

and held untll his old- cllent Santo Trafficanto, arrived

with a suitcase full of cash to. obtain his release%m eGee

. A et e i

ewakso.deposition-af
%&4Presumab¥y, Bongo was paroled
back to Cuba, at an unspecified later -date, where he:died.
One aspect of the Bongo—Traffrbante relationship in
Madrid deserves fuller treatment altnough it is doubtful |
that anythlng more than supp031tlon can result from further
exploration. .adt;has‘:bee:’reported by Jack Anderson that his’
private and secret source until his death, John Roselli, had .
reason to speculate that Cubans originelly recruited bySanto

Trafficante to kill Castro were "turned around" and sent

back to the United States where tHey were directly involved

AN

in. the assassination of Pre51dent Kennedy -See~Andexrson
calumnmsdatede ~$~16 e rntefwlew-by -Fenton..and.._.._
,;ang;hex~eeiumnistyrg§6f§é”CriléJ“dérried,tHe -

storyfajstep»ﬁurtherwbymsuggest@fpl1‘

a witting pertlc;panr in fhg.g,;ﬂ;rf:
retaiearwonrel: I

tlonlls adapted then the*trlp t
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a double agent for Castro in ascertainingfﬁhe nature and
scope of the AMLASH operation. Castro gértainly became

aware of the Artime meetings with Cubéia in the fall of

1964 since the list of charges upon Which_Cubela went to
trial in 1966 began with these Madrid meetings. If Castro
had begun his suspicions of Cubela's role with the CIA dur-
ing late 1964 or early 1965, it is likely that he would have
begun counter-intelligence measufes to confirm his fears
which could have led to Castro sending Bongo to Spaif to
contact the Agency. Given Trafficante's close ties to Bongo
Csee~a&sc”ﬁ%éman:inntnotemin~AMﬁﬁSHﬂ§€Ctiun7, it can be postu-
lated that Trafficante was aware of Bongo's true mission
prior to his departure or became knowledgeable when he bailed
him out of jail in Madrid. (gpicxﬁuna@e&y¢mwewhavewn0“way£0f

knowing-whether-Bongo-st

_______ OF

ped—in-Miami--to.--see-Trafficante

prigg7gqﬁggingmtewSpainmun&essMwe&eou&dwebtainwtgeucasemfiLg
fromfSecre;mﬁgfy%§¢79§3§hgwltalianhkii&eduin@Mia@iﬂthwH§§;

'supposed;to@begﬁonggisxpértﬂggi39?Qrdi“ﬁﬁ#?ﬁ?%AﬁW??d?%%ﬂs?;%f)

aiv e

Trafficante’could have received news of Cubela's ties
with the Agency through his close associate Jofge Nobregas who

was described by Gorge C#&.:ic in his Washington Post article

(circa 8/17/76) as "having worked with the CIA, was in Cubela's
student revolutionary group in Cuba, and alwéys close to
Trafficante." |

Actually, given the extent of Traff;éante's high-level

contacts within the exile community and thé low~-level security



in the CIA exile operations, it is extremely logical thar
Trafficante and otnerfﬁembers of the underworld knew, in
some fashion, part or all of the AMLASH plot. The question
becomes: So what? Short of being able to blackmail the go-
vernment about the modus operendi of the 1960-62 events,

the significance of mob knowledge of AMLASH is not readily

N
I

- apparent. LHOWEVérT”IfMTrafficanﬁélﬁa§$fnﬂfactmawdoubie:agent,

H
i
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A whole—other»seeaarL@wemergeSM«%m»

7

e One further reference to Bongo surr?ced durlng
Jltl

interview by Committee Staﬁf with Jose Aléman on Mar
. /
1977 when Zﬁeman related that Jorge Nobregas 1ntrod9ced Ale-

man to Trafficante. Santo Trafflcante offered to a%51st

Aleman in obtalnlng a Teamster loan osten51b1y out/of grati-
tude for Aleman s relatlve (Bongo) representlng Trafflcante
in Cuba. Trafficante fully admlts the Teamster lean proposal
which was to be arranged by Frank Ragano, Traffleante e per-
sonal lawyer, who also represented Jlmmy Hoffa and Frank Chanez
in criminal cases. . 4

Of course, the most-relevant aspecr of the Trafficante-
Aleman meetings in September 1962 to this éommittee is the
statement attributed to Trafficante by Aleman"rhat ". . .you
don't understand me. Kennedy's nor going to maﬁe it to the
election.k He is going to get hit.“ Aleman reporEed that
the inflamétory prediction occurred during a lengthy diatribe

N
against the Kennedy administration's campaign against Jimmy

e e o




[Py 1

.WM fo be € 2A MW%
Kliprreligens wnfotmation o (olno , i,
MMWW vl i (e

| Aogrecal fo aceere Ut Cactio Kuseo g

e Awms Ag s




.4_/2/00;/4/46/ Srerr Ao W W&ma%

W Léu C’}Vw«wéfa,

L mrAsl and &ng/o Mém’v
| AR > mm)/w 177798

MW%@ 7* &/’w MW’Z&%%

e A s /C M
C&“W 1 Wn 67 ToR

7%( SsC W&WW



‘\ 0
I/MM% zat /Wvglwd/
el Lhe LRSI w/m-;
ad s /%& 42 c///d%m&; 4o



that organlzed crlme may have had a contlnulng knowledge

of all CIA opertions against Castro durlng the 1960 S.

it The. 1967'I~G+~Report>.;‘ﬁﬁ that 1nformat10n{g1ven

VJA}/ —~—=> A review of the 1967 I.G. report dees not sustain

the Senate's conjecture in that there is nofavailable evidence
cited in the Report to suggest that "A" (Vlctor Spinosa Hernan-
dez) had knowledge of, or involvement W1th, any of the syn-
dicate or Cuban exiles who participated ingPhase I or IT of

the CIA-Mafia assassination..plots during 1960 62. What Book
ﬁzzdld was to seize upon the 1967's tentatlve 1dent1f1cat10n

a:x Gekin /cw
of‘ﬁggae name links" between the 1960- 62 gaaqs@er @%C%rw‘ws
and AMLASH intrique, and expandlthe amo;phus nature of those

"name links," which included "A," into é theory that "A" was.
the conduit through which the Syndicatefbecame knowledgeable

of both the AMLASH operation and the i@itial CIA efforts to
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eliminate Castro.
The only solid factual basis for Book If's tieiin’

between AMLASH and the 1960-62 CIA syndicate plots ie

bg%wﬁhﬂﬁmw-upon Victor Espenosa's exile activities in June-

v

July 1963, which Book IZ &« SRR Y

@More; CIA flles contained at least some FBI reports
on "A," the Cuban exile who was involved in transporting

explosives to New Orleans in 1963. These reporté detail

WU
his involvement with anti-Castro exiles and underworld fi-

gures who were operating the guerilla training camp in New

Orleans in July 1963.

i Ie
i ; H
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The "underworld figures" reference relates to Melie
and William McLaney»who have been considered erganized crime
affiliates by some law enforcement and media personnel.

(See profile.) Again, however, no evidence from any source
places McLaney into the early CIA plots to glll Castro or
into the AMLASH operation. A review of theéJune—July 1963
activities of McLaney and Victor Espinosa ieads only to the

-

inference thattheir operation was a private limited venture
h i ’

with no agency or syndicate support and very little chahce
of success. (ﬁeewRev&ewmofﬂﬁakeWPonchatfein”in5Méﬁﬁﬁé?wﬁfo—
file.. ..Pootnote~re - Vietor Espinosa:)

Moreover, the link between McLanéy, Espinosa and the
organized crime principals connected tosthe initial CIA Castro
plots must be dissected in order to make a judgement as to

K HEG

the likelihood of Becdk=%t™s. speculatlon that the syndicate

held "inside" information on Agency ogeratlons in 1960-65.




Since the Senate did not attempt to interview either

of the McLaney brothers or Victor Espinosa in 1975 nor ime
AsiC F(‘;n(up@i'} o

Gui-re—of-the-wi-tnesses ' &0 the 1960-62 plots imeo o

their knowledge or relationship to McLaney or Espinosa, the

Senate's hypothetical question of underworld knowledge of
the full range of CIA Castro plots is based upon a minimum
of hard data and a maximum of free-wheeling cénjecture.

The evidence linking Espinosa to any gﬁown organized
crime figures consists of his admission to g;ing friends with
"Cappy" Rothman, Norman Rothman's son, andﬁé casual ;nowledge
of American gamblers gleaned from his studént days of visit-
ing the Havana casinos. ;

Mike McLéneyiésza““ ' | %ignxe:mhn3e ties to

£
organized crime have been Sﬁ“u<’§§questloned within federal

law enforcement agencies since the 1950 § but no solid evi-

dence has linked him to Trafficante, Rosseli or Giancana.
Since McLaney has been most frequently mentioned as a "Lansky

man." To place a witting NcLa»on into the 1960-62 plots,
U*'V' 1t rmgxlres a series of major speculatlve hurdles whlch

y} J”/:;clude (a) Myer Lansky was a plotter wt;h Trafficante; |
(b) McLaney was'Lansky's "action" man;iic) the various under-

world flgures acted in concert in promoting anti-Castro opera-
%5 é‘:l e Ga {
tions. aNone of these premises are ea51ly supportable with

facts J.b

HORNBECK/br
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